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on paper. - J.S. Ogilvie, History of the General Slocum disaster by which nearly 1200 lives were lost by the burning of the steamer General Slocum in
Hell gate, New York harbor, June 15, 1904 (1904) There is a popular saying that claims timing is everything, and in no other field of study is that truer
than in history. For instance, under normal conditions, a ship that sank with more than 1,000 passengers aboard - most of whom died - would be big
news, yet today the sinking of the PS General Slocum is often overlooked if not entirely forgotten. While it might have generated the type of publicity
and reaction of the Johnstown Flood of 1889 or the Galveston Hurricane of 1900 under normal circumstances, deadliest disaster in New York City s
history before 9/11, and the second deadliest maritime disaster in peacetime in American history has become something of a historical footnote. On
June 15, 1904, an annual gala was held on the passenger ship as it steamed up the East River, with about 1,400 people from St. Mark s Evangelical
Lutheran Church. Consisting mostly of German immigrants, the boat was packed with women and children, and when a small fire started on the
ship shortly after the trip began, faulty equipment was unable to put it out or stop it from spreading. On top of that, the lifeboats...
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