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Wipf Stock Publishers, United States, 2011. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Synopsis:
When the New Testament was read publicly, what effect did the performances have on the audience? In Delivering from Memory, William Shiell
argues that these performances shaped early Christian paideia among communities of active, engaged listeners. Using Greco-Roman rhetorical
conventions, Shiell s groundbreaking study suggests that lectors delivered from memory without memorizing the text verbatim and audiences
listened with their memories in a collaborative process with the performer. The text functioned as a starting place for emotion, paraphrase,
correction, and instruction. In the process, the performances trained and shaped the character of the reader and the formation of the audience.
The lector s performance functioned as a mirror for the audience to examine themselves as children of God. These conventions shaped the ways
lectors performed Jesus. Just as the New Testament reflects many titles for Jesus, so the canonical form of the Gospels offers many ways Jesus was
performed in the ancient world. By interpreting through the eyes of performance, we join a conversation that has existed since the formative stages
of the Christian movement. By performing with the ancient audience, we shape the character of reader and audience through the emotions,
rhetorical figures, and memories in the text. We raise new questions about audiences in the ancient world and interpret stories through the ears of
performance. Endorsements: Drawing on ancient rhetorical criticism and the emerging field of performance criticism, Shiell uses the Greco-Roman
rhetorical convention of memory to explicate the relationship between performer and audience in the hermeneutical process of performing and
hearing sacred texts. This book simply sparkles with gems from the rhetorical handbooks that illuminate the ways in which performance of
Christian texts instructed, informed, and formed...
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