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**xxxx Excerpt from The Cost of Clean Clothes in Terms of Health: A Study of Laundries and Laundry Workers in New York City Many guesses have
been hazarded as to the effect of laundry work upon employees. For a long time people have considered certain factors of the work injurious. But
the comparatively recent development of the industry and the pressure of the more obviously dangerous occupations have prevented students of
industrial hygiene from carefully studying the laundry industry until a short time ago. Within the past few years, several very valuable state and
federal investigations of conditions in this trade have been made to determine the physical demands of the industry upon the workers in it. In New
York City, where the laundry business is larger and more important than in any other city in the country, little has been known of this aspect of the
industry. The studies of the trade which have been made have placed almost exclusive emphasis on the danger to the customer through the
improper handling of clothing and linen, and on the best ways to guard against infection. Processes of work have been described; unsanitary
conditions, and practices dangerous to the public health have been pointed out. No close study has been made of the individual workers and of the
relation of their working life to life outside the laundry. During the fall of 1916, Dr. Louis . Harris, then chief, Division of Industrial Hygiene and now
Director of the Bureau of Preventable Diseases, Department of Health of New York City, planned a careful study of New York City power laundries
and laundry workers, and detailed Dr. Anna E.Bay-Robinson, of the...
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