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Resource Publications (CA), 2010. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Description: Charlie s
Christmas Letter is a little document in the form of a letter to my grandson, which seeks to answer the questions that a bright teenager ought to be
asking: Why were the shepherds in the fields in winter? Who were the three wise men? Why do we bring holly into the house? Of all the ways of
entering a house why does Santa choose the chimney? What is the Messiah about? Why did Tchaikovsky drink unboiled water during a cholera
epidemic? What is the Jewish Celebration of Lights all about? The letter presents some of the more interesting features of the season and incidental
matters. Much space is devoted to details of the nativity and the transmittal of these through the uncertainties of the gospel reports; then there are
the primitive rituals of food and drink; the origin of Santa Claus; and a summary of the wonderful legend The Cessation of the Oracles. Then come
features of the season not part of the nativity story: Messiah, The Nutcracker, A Christmas Carol, containing some of the more colorful and
significant details of the lives of Handel, Tchaikovsky, and Dickens. Then Hanukkah. Then Shopping. At best tangentially related, these have in them
elements of Christian value. Next, the climax of the season: church on Christmas morning and the carols. Finally the book concludes with an attempt
to present for the boy the huge dimension of the inconceivable phenomenon of the Incarnation. The chatty, simple style avoids long words where
possible and offers parenthetical explanations. It is not without occasional, innocent wit and is sometimes a bit didactic: there are grandfatherly
prescriptions, which Charlie may find a bit pompous. Endorsements: The story...
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