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Irish Academic Press Ltd, Ireland, 2006. Paperback. Condition: New. New edition. Language: English . Brand New Book. The story of the Irish state
can be read in many ways. Two views, however, have dominated. One looks upon the War of Independence as the near fulfilment of the 1916
sacrificial act of national redemption, with the ultimate unification of the island remaining as the concluding chapter. The civil war was a tragic
diversion attributable to either compromisers on one side or zealots on the other. A second view sees modern Irish nationhood having been virtually
realized in the late nineteenth century with the successful alliance of Charles Stewart Parnell, the Irish Parliamentary Party, and the Catholic
hierarchy. In this second view, the violent events of 1916 to 1923 are an exception to a story of constitutional evolution towards self-government, to
which path Ireland returned with the conclusion of the civil war. The life of Kevin O Higgins encompasses both views. As the Vice President and
Minister for Justice in the Irish Free State, he was one of the founding fathers of modern Ireland. While he is not as well-known as Eamon de Valera
or Michael Collins, O Higgins s contributions to the formation of the Irish state are comparable to theirs. While O Higgins participated in the
revolutionary pursuit of national independence, he played a conservative role in consolidating the institutions of a new state after the Anglo-Irish
Treaty of 1921. His work in a short period of five years insured the solidity and survival of constitutional democratic institutions in Ireland in a
century when such survival was scarcely guaranteed, and when societies confronted with comparable problems have descended into
authoritarianism. Particularly notable accomplishments were his formation of an unarmed police force and his expulsion of private factions within
the national...
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