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having in the course of trade suEered very considerable losses, retired in his old age, with his wife, to a small estate in the country, which he had
purchased with the remains of his fortune. At that time I, being but eight years of age, was leF in town for the convenience of education, boarded
with an aunt, who was a rigid Presbyterian, and who con-lined me so closely to what she called the duties of religion, that, in time, I grew weary of
her doctrines, and by degrees conceived an aversion for the good books she daily recommended to my perusal. As I increased in age, and appeared
with a person not disagreeable, I contracted a good deal of acquaintance among my own sex, one of whom, aFer having lamented the restraint I
was under from the narrowness of my aunts sentiments, told me, J must now throw oE the prejudices of opinion imbibed under herTable of
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acquainted with the Progress of a Common Woman of the Town-Resolves to quit that Way of Life I53o; CHAPTER TWENTY-FOUR; I am reduced to
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