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*****.Excerpt from My Life and My Lectures In o ering this book to the public I have been impelled by no desire to attain notoriety or hope of making
money out of it, but as garbled accounts of many of the incidents I shall herein relate have long been public property, and read and reread in many
lands, I feel it a duty I owe, not only to the reading public, but to myself and descendants, that I give the cold facts just as they occurred. I shall make
no attempt to write history, or give details of great battles. I shall narrate what I saw with my own eyes and what occurred to me individually, and I
will be as brief with each event as possible, and where they are of great importance to me personally I shall be minute in my word painting, and
truthfully convey the scene and incident to the mind of the reader. For more than a third of a century I have been urged and entreated by my
legions of friends to give these incidents to the public, but until now I have been restrained from the fear that I would be looked upon as an
egotistical braggart - for my long life, of more than three-quarters of a century, has been a busy and eventful one, and filled with adventures in
every clime under the sun. And whether in early childhood as a schoolboy, or as an Indian, a captive, on the wild Western plains of my own native
State, as sailor, soldier, explorer, hunter, or civil engineer, I have been guided by devotion, concentration, and absolute persistence in the duties...
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