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The association between AIDS and cancer was recognized from the beginning of the AIDS epidemic, when the appearance of Kaposi sarcoma in a
cluster of young men was one of the first signs of this new disease. It was soon recognized that AIDS was caused by infection with a novel virus (HIV)
and that AIDS patients are prone to develop a number of AIDS-defining cancers: Kaposi sarcoma, lymphoma, and cervical cancer. The development
of effective combination anti-HIV therapy starting around 1996 converted AIDS from a death sentence to a manageable disease and led to dramatic
shifts in the epidemic. As this therapy was able to improve immune function in patients, the incidence of most AIDS-defining cancers decreased.
There is a misconception, however, that AIDS has gone away. In fact, as AIDS patients are living longer, the number of AIDS patients has more than
doubled in the United States since 1996, and the AIDS population overall has increased in age. Also, as AIDS patients are less likely to die of other
complications, cancer is coming to the forefront as one of the most common causes of death in regions where AIDS drugs are widely available.
Moreover, the three AIDS-defining cancers are now taking a back seat to a number of other HIV-associated cancers, such as Hodgkin lymphoma,
lung cancer, and anal cancer. In the developing world, AIDS-associated cancers are a major public health problem, and in some regions of sub-
Saharan Africa, Kaposi sarcoma is the most common tumor in men. In recent years, there has been a vast increase in our understanding of HIV-
associated cancers. We now know, for example, that most are caused by other viruses and...
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