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Duke University Press, United States, 1994. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. In 1932 and 1933, during the months
surrounding the Nazi seizure of power, Daniel Guerin, then a young French journalist, made two trips through Germany. The Brown Plague,
translated here into English for the first time, is Guerin s eyewitness account of the fall of the Weimar Republic and the first months of the Third
Reich. Originally written for the popular French left press and then revised by the author into book form, The Brown Plague delivers a passionate
warning to French workers about the terror and horror of fascism. Guerin chronicles the collapse of the German workers movement and reports on
the beginnings of clandestine resistance to the Nazis. He also describes the Socialist and Communist leaderships inability to recognize the danger
that led to their demise. Through vivid dialogs, interviews, and revealing descriptions of everyday life among the German people, he offers insight
into the tragedy that was beginning to unfold. Guerin s travels took him across the countryside and into the cities of Germany. He describes with
extraordinary clarity, for example, his encounters with large groups of unemployed workers in Berlin and the spectacle of Goering presiding over
the Reichstag. Staying in youth hostels, Guerin met individuals representing a range of various groups and movements, including the Wandervoegel,
leftist brigades, Hitler Youth, and the strange, semicriminal sexual underground of the Wild-frei. Devoting particular attention to the cultural politics
of fascism and the lure of Nazism for Germany s disaffected youth, he describes the seductive rituals by which the Nazis were able to win over much
of the population. As Robert Schwartzwald makes clear in his introduction, Guerin s interest in Germany at this time was driven, in part, by a
homoerotic component...
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