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***x* Excerpt from The Critical, Comparative, and Hisorical Method of Inquiry: As Applied to Sanskrit Scholarship and Philology and Indian
Archeology, Being a Lecture Read at a Public Meeting Held Under the Auspices of the Free Church College Literary Society of Bombay on the 31st of
March, 1888 A critical inquirer is one who does not accept an account of an occurrence just as it is presented to him whether orally or in writing. He
subjects it to certain tests calculated to prove its truth or otherwise. He takes care for instance to ascertain whether the person giving the account
was an eyewitness to the occurrence, and if so whether he was an unprejudiced and at the same time an intelligent observer. If his information is
based on other sources, the critic endeavours to ascertain the credibility or otherwise of those sources. When it is a thing or a verified occurrence
that he has to deal with, he does not satisfy himself with that view of its nature and relations that appears plausible at first sight. He seeks for
extraneous assistance to enable himself to arrive at a correct view. One of the most efficacious means employed by him is comparison of like things
or occurrences. This comparison enables him to separate the accidents of the thing or occurrence from its essential nature, and sometimes to
arrive at a law which includes the thing or occurrence as a particular case and explains it. Though comparison may thus be considered one of the
means of a critical examination, still its own proper results are so important that it deserves to be considered an independent method of inquiry.
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