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Federal Emergency Management Agency, U. S. Fire Administration, National Fire Data Center, 1997 OCLC Number: (OCoLC)71313726 Subject: Fire
investigation -- Mar. 24, 1987 -- Pennsylvania. Excerpt: . . . USFA-TR-005 March 1987 5 Reception Centers for evacuees would draw even more
emergency personnel into the situation. The Fire Chief, Mayor, and Emergency Management Director of Nanticoke, the County Emergency
Management Agencys Executive Director, and Newport Township officials had to weigh these fac-tors. Ultimately, the decision rested with Nanticoke
Mayor John Haydock. After considering advice from Nanticoke Fire Chief Don Casey and consulting separately with the county and city emergency
management directors, the mayor decided to begin evacuating the city in stages. Assessing the Threat: Pre-fire Planning and CHEMTREC One of the
most important aspects of Nanticokes successful evacuation was the fact that the fire department had had the foresight to become familiar with
conditions at Spencer Metal before the fire occurred. Chief Casey, Deputy Chief William Ives, and Firefighter Mark Pavelitz conducted an on-site visit
three months earlier to obtain a list of all the chemicals used in the metal processing, to scope out the floor plans, and to prepare drawings. Thus,
when the department placed the call to CHEMTREC, fire department personnel were able to supply a complete list of chemicals used and stored at
the plant. CHEMTREC then advised that they should assume the worst and take action accordingly. Sulfuric acid was the major concern. This acid is
one of the strongest known, and when combined with water reacts violently, creating a toxic cloud. In small doses, the vaporized acid burns the
eyes, throat, and skin. Breathing a strong concentration can destroy lung tissue, and can kill. The standard...
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