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nature study is now prescribed, cover a very wide period of mental development. For the earlier years of that period there is now no lack of books,
oFering object lessons, guides to random observations, stories of common things interweaving facts with interesting fancies to the edifying of
imaginative childhood. This little book is intended to supply for the later years of that period a few lessons of greater continuity, calling for more
persistence of observation, and introducing a few of the simpler of our modern conceptions of nature at large. These lessons presuppose some
years of experience of life and some previous training in observation. They are not given as stories, nor for the sake of language lessons primarily,
but for the sake of the interest and educative value of the facts and phenomena of nature which they set forth. In writing them I have had in mind
the boys and girls more than the teachers. I have written of things I would have the pupils see and do and think about, and I trust no teacher will
undertake to do all the seeing and doing and thinking for them. I hope the suggestions for field study will be found so simple and explicit that pupils
may follow them individually and at home whenever desirable. Not the least of my objects has been to pave the way for more intelligent and
profitable text-book work in the high school, and I am well assured that that work will be better done for the insight gained from studies...
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