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Our Hellenic Heritage, Vol. 2 The story of the Athenian empire is not, like the story of the Persian War, swift, clearly defined, straight-forward, and
inspiring throughout, with a direct and simple interest which risec to a climax. It is a complex and tangled piece of history, long-drawn and
chequered, closing in catastrophe. It is an essential tragedy, and a tragedy of the right Aristotelian pattern, for the hero, the Commonwealth of
Athens, is illustrious and of noble dignity, but not free from fault. There is thrilling action in it and a height of splendour, followed by a poignant
reversal of fortune. In Greek History it is only one episode; but it is an episode which has largeness and unity and an abiding significance. It has not
often since Thucydides left the story of the culminating tragedy to be a possession for all time - been separately handled as a dramatic whole. The
drama ends with the Peloponnesian wars and the downfall of Athenian dominion; and good reason may be shown for regarding that downfall as a
calamity for Hellas and for European civilisation. There were really two wars. In the first war from 431 to 421 B.C. Athens was victorious; and but for
the rash adventure of the Sicilian Expedition her empire might have continued. Peace in the year 421 B.C. must have seemed as well secured as
peace in Europe after the Treaty of Versailles, 2,300 years later. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and
classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally
reconstruct the work, preserving the original...
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