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Reconstruction state government was as chaotic or violent as Louisiana's, located in New Orleans, the largest southern city at the time. James K.
Hogue explains the unique confluence of demographics, geography, and wartime events that made New Orleans an epicenter in the upheaval of
Reconstruction politics and a critical battleground in the struggle for the future of southern society. No other Reconstruction state government was
as chaotic or violent as Louisiana's, located in New Orleans, the largest southern city at the time. James K. Hogue explains the unique confluence of
demographics, geography, and wartime events that made New Orleans an epicenter in the upheaval of Reconstruction politics and a critical
battleground in the struggle for the future of southern society. Hogue characterizes Reconstruction in Louisiana as a continuation of civil war,
waged between well-organized and well-armed forces vying to control the state's government. He details five key New Orleans street battles, in
which elite Confederate veterans played central roles, and gives an in-depth account of how the Republican state government raised militias and a
state police force to defend against the violence. In response, a white supremacist movement arose in the mid-1870s and finally overthrew the
Republicans. The occupation of Louisiana by federal troops from 1862 to 1877 was the longest of its kind in American history. Not coincidentally,
Hogue argues, one of the longest unbroken periods of one-race, one-party dominance in American history followed, lasting until 1972. Uncivil War
reveals that the long-term military impact of the South's occupation included twenty-five years of crippled War Department budgets inflicted by
southern congressmen who feared another Reconstruction. Within Louisiana, the biracial Republican militias were dismantled, leaving blacks
largely unarmed against...
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