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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****. From the Preface. THE art of pretended magic dates back to the remotest antiquity. It has been known under various names, such as
White Magic, Conjuring, Natural Magic, and Prestidigitation. Jannes and Jambres, the magicians of Pharaoh, contended against Moses and Aaron.
In the British Museum there is an Egyptian papyrus, which contains an account of a magical seance given by a thaumaturgist named Tchatcha-em-
ankh before King Khufu, B.C. 3766. In this manuscript it is stated of the magician: He knoweth how to bind on a head which hath been cut off, and
he knoweth how to make a lion follow him as if led by a rope. The decapitation trick is thus no new thing, while the experiment with the lion,
unquestionably a hypnotic feat, shows hypnotism to be old. The temples of Egypt, Greece and Rome were veritable storehouses of magic and
mystery. The pagan priesthood attained a wonderful proficiency in optical illusions. In the Middle Ages magic was greatly in vogue. Later on
Nostradamus conjured up the vision of the future king of France for the benefit of the lovely Marie de Medicis. This illusion was accomplished by the
aid of mirrors adroitly secreted amid hanging draperies. Reginald Scott, in 1584, in Discoverie of Witchcraft, enumerates the stock feats of the
conjurers of his day. The list includes swallowing a knife; burning a card and reproducing it from the pocket of a spectator; passing a coin from one
pocket to another; converting money into counters, or counters into money; conveying money into the hand of another person; making a coin pass
through a table, or vanish from a handkerchief; tying a knot, and undoing it by...
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