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the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1905 Excerpt: . . . elapsed since the great revival under Ezra, when the Feast of the Tabernacles was
reinstituted (last lesson), and when the people wept aloud at the reading of the law. In that time how swift and terrible the reaction! Every sign of
promise for a better condition of things has been a disappointment. The priests offer polluted bread upon the altar (1. 7), and bring for sacrifice
animals that are sick, maimed, or blind (1. 8): the round of worship is a weariness and held in contempt (1. 13), and they weary the Lord with their
offering of words (2. 17): they themselves, who ought to have been a rule of right to the people, are turned aside, and have caused many to stumble
at the law (2. 8). Nor are the people any better. The law of the Sabbath is openly and constantly violated: men do not hesitate to divorce the wives of
their youth and to take unto themselves wives from among the heuthen: they practice adultery, extortion, oppression of the poor; they cheat and lie
and withhold the temple tithes and offerings, and they say one to another, It is vain to serve God, and what profit is it that we have kept His charge,
and that we have walked in mourning apparel before the Lord (3. 14. ) Nehemiah Reform Such was the state of affairs when Nehemiah returned to
Jerusalem after an absence of about a dozen years (Neh. 13. 6). He...
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