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**xxxx Excerpt from Fifty-Fifth Annual Report of the Massachusetts Agricultural College, Vol. 10: Part I. Report of the President and Other Officers of
Administration for Fiscal Year Ended Nov; 30, 1917 Gentlemen of the Corporation. | herewith submit my annual report as president of the
Massachusetts Agricultural College for the year ending Nov. 30, 1918, and with it transmit reports from other administrative officers of the
institution. In common with many other institutions, our college work has, on account of the war, been materially affected during the past year. The
college year 1917-18 was reduced in length to three terms of nine weeks each. It was thought that under the circumstances substantially all of the
work normally given in twelve weeks could be crowded into the shorter terms. This did not prove to be the case, however, and partly because of this
shortening and partly because of the general unrest which affected college men all over the country, the academic work of the year was not entirely
satisfactory. The present college year opened at the normal time, September 25, and it was our intention to shorten the year by two weeks only. The
cessation of the war, however, has so altered the situation that we will resume the normal schedule of three terms of twelve weeks each. On May 8,
1918, the War Department announced its plan for establishing a Students Army Training Corps in practically every American college. This plan
provided for the enlistment in the army of boys from eighteen to twenty-one years old, and their assignment to colleges for one, two or three years
work, and, under certain conditions, for even a longer period. About...
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