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**xxx Options (1909), short stories: The Rose of Dixie , The Third Ingredient, The Hiding of Black Bill, Schools and Schools, Thimble, Thimble, Supply
and Demand, Buried Treasure, To Him Who Waits, He Also Serves, The Moment of Victory, The Head-hunter, No Story, The Higher Pragmatism, Best-
seller, Rus in Urbe, A Poor Rule The Third Ingredient is a short story by O. Henry, notable for its ironic take on the Stone Soup theme. The story was
originally published in 1908 in Everybody s Magazine with illustrations by Frederic Dorr Steele.[1] The next year it was included in O. Henry s
collection Options. As reported by O. Henry s good friend and biographer C. Alphonso Smith, The Third Ingredient was inspired by a real experience:
. in one of his first months in New York he was living in very humble lodgings and one evening found him without funds. He became so hungry that
he could not finish the story on which he was working, and he walked up and down the landing between the rooms. The odor of cooking in one of
the rooms increased his pangs, and he was beside himself when the door opened and a young girl said to him, Have you had your supper? | ve
made hazlett stew and it s too much for me. It won t keep, so come and help me eat it. He was grateful for the invitation and partook of the stew
which, she told him, was made from the liver, kidneys, and heart of a calf. The girl was a feather curler and, during the meal, she explained her
work and showed him the peculiar kind of dull blade which was used...
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