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legend says that a long time ago we lived on land surrounded by water that we couldn't drink . . ." ÑTraditional beginning to Cherokee stories
Cherokee origin stories have been handed down over thousands of years. They intertwine to form a rich history of oral and artistic traditions that
tell the Cherokee story. The vast array of art objects unearthed from prehistoric mounds throughout the southeastern United States evidence the
antiquity of this rich cultural history. To some, these may be artifacts, but to the Cherokee people, they are tribal history: objects that were touched
by ancestors, ancestors who have continued to teach their skills through giFs they leF behind to be discovered. Stories in this book reflect how
history has woven itself into the fabric of the present. The stories are intimate and told by the artists, by family members, by friends in their own
words. The telling will make you feel as though you are fortunate enough to sit in the presence of the Cherokee artists, who intimately share the
story of themselves, of their art, who their family was, how they came to be artists, who and what influenced them, and how their art reflects who
they are as Cherokee people. They are the Cherokee National Treasures. The Cherokee National Treasure Award was established in 1988 by the
Cherokee Nation and the Cherokee National Historical Society. Currently, there are ninety-four individuals who have been designated Cherokee
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