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**xxxx Excerpt from The Law of Blockade The right of a nation at war to close the ports of its enemy so as to prevent him securing food or military
supplies is as old as war itself. This is known as a blockade. It was practiced by the Greeks and the Romans. It is the complement on sea of operations
on land. Cities and forts have always been blockaded by armies, the purpose being to prevent their inhabitants or garrisons from receiving
assistance and to force their surrender through exhaustion. A sea blockade aims to accomplish the same purpose on a grander scale. It is directed
not against a single fortress or city, but a whole people. There is a difference in degree, but no difference in effect. In a beleaguered fortress a few
thousand, sometimes many thousand, persons suffer hunger, they die because they are deprived of drugs and other medical necessities. When an
entire coast is under blockade the deaths and the misery are multiplied tenfold, a hundred-fold, a thousand-fold. This is one of the brutalities of war.
The land belongs to nations, each sovereign over its own, the sea belongs to all. National jurisdiction extends to one marine league, or three land
miles, beyond the coast line, outside of that the heaving waters are common property: the high seas have been given over, by consent of mankind,
to the free use of man, subject only to such restrictions as civilization and experience have proved to be for the general good. In war nations close
their barriers. It is a military measure, and he who ignores the warning does so at his peril. For an alien...
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