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**xxx Excerpt from The Advantages and Surroundings of Muskegon Mich: The Material Interests of a Progressive City The center of population for the
U. S.is now in the great Lake District. Eight states abutting the great lakes, contain nearly half the population of the 44 states comprising the Union.
The four states surrounding Lake Michigan have over ten millions of people - nearly one-sixth of the entire Union - although having an average age,
as states, of but 63 years. Muskegon is the third city in population on Lake Michigan, the fourth for marine business; her harbor is accessible in the
coldest weather, and location the center of the great Fruit Belt. Michigan produces about half of the iron ore of the Union, nearly all the copper, is
first in salt and lumber manufacturing, and capitalists are catching on to the fact that these advantages are sure to bring furnaces, additional iron,
wood and other industries of magnitude, to Muskegon, at no distant day. The publication of this volume is to present in condensed form and
convenient shape for preservation, all the material facts of history, advantages and surroundings of Muskegon. Her city and county government,
churches and schools, professional, business and social life will be briefly outlined. Statistics illustrating the growth and extent of her commercial
and manufacturing interests, carefully compiled from reliable sources, will be found in succeeding pages. A thorough perusal of these facts by
manufacturers or those in search of homes in a pleasant and healthful city, with superior educational advantages, will bring a preponderance of
evidence in favor of Muskegon. This is not a boom edition in any sense of the word,...
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