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*****.Excerpt from The City of the Caliphs: A Popular Study of Cairo and Its Environs and the Nile and Its Antiquities If a plebiscite were taken among
travellers in general as to the dozen most interesting and striking cities of the globe, it is probable that Cairo would be included in the list. It is
inferior in world-wide interest, of course, to Jerusalem or Rome, or even Athens, but it would probably take a higher rank than many historic
capitals. No doubt Cairo, compared with the great capitals of Europe, is modern, or, at any rate, mediaeval, and, indeed, historically of little
importance; but it cannot be denied that to the average traveller Cairo is not easily dissociated from Egypt, - the cradle of the oldest civilisation and
culture in the world. The proximity of the Pyramids and the Sphinx have no doubt something to do with this vague and erroneous view, and with the
fictitious antiquity ignorantly attributed to the City of the Caliphs. The most elementary history, handbook or guide-book will, of course, correct this
general impression; but it is not, perhaps, an exaggeration to say that some casual visitors to Egypt begin their sightseeing with a vague, if
unformulated, impression that Cairo was once the capital of the Pharaohs, and the Pyramids its cemetery. About the Publisher Forgotten Books
publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten
Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the
aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a...
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