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Statistical Society at New York, April 3, 1862 Here he established the first white colony on this side of the Atlantic, introducing also horses, cattle, and
domestic animals of all kinds, grain, seeds of various plants, vines, sugar-canes, and many European grafts and saplings. There was something
wonderfully grand, says the historian, in the idea of thus introducing new races of animals and plants, of building cities, extending colonies, and
sowing the seeds of civilization and of enlightened empire in this beautiful but savage world. It struck the minds of learned and classical men with
admiration, filling them with pleasant dreams and reveries, and seeming to realize the poetical pictures of the olden time. Columbus, says old Peter
Martyr, who describes so graphically events at this period, has begun to build a city, as he has lately written to me, and to sow our seeds and
propagate our animals. Who of us shall now speak with wonder of Saturn, Ceres, and Triptolemus, travelling about the earth to spread new
inventions among mankind? Or of the Ph nicians, who built Tyre or Sidon? Or of the Tyrians themselves, whose roving desires led them to migrate
into foreign lands, to build new cities, and establish new communities? The theatre of the drama was worthy of the stirring events therein enacted.
Glowing descriptions of its palmy groves, its lofty but luxuriant mountains, its pictured landscapes of rich smiling valleys and broad sweeping plains,
its majestic rivers, flowing through aromatic forests to secure and spacious bays and harbors, its mines of gold...
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