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Since the decline of scholasticism, scholars the world over have been busy with vain endeavors to elaborate a coherent system of philosophy. Men of
all but transcendent ability have given their best eEorts to the work of moulding their thoughts into a shape which they hoped would be at once
lasting and profitable. But invariably the result has been a sad failure. System aFer system has been formulated only to topple under criticism,
much in the same way that playhouses of colored blocks fall before the blows of a vigorous child. And in every instance the weakness of the system
has been in the foundation rather than in the superstructure. Thus Hegel, for instance, built up his impossible system on a false notion of Being, and
Spinoza erected his on a false idea of sub stance. For this reason the eEorts of those who are presenting to students the pivotal doctrines of
scholasticism in simple, easy language, are deserving of all praise and encouragement. Father Rother, the author of the book under review, is
among such. His present volume deals in a most simple fashion with the vexed problem of Being. Every aspect of this most metaphysical of
metaphysical problems, from the bare notion to the analogy of Being, is treated in a manner that leaves little or nothing to be desired by a student
who .is taking his initial steps in scholasticism. For despite the inherent difliculty of the matter, the thought is always clear and the language is
almost invariably apt. Now and then some of the expressions might be happier; but then, perhaps the exigencies of the topic under discussion
render a better choice of words and phrases...
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