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Drinking water -- Law and legislation -- United States. Excerpt: ... 15 service areas, adopt adequate public facilities ordinances, levy im-pact taxes or
fees, or use similar mechanisms to internalize the true economic costs of new development. In addition, an increasing number of States have
recently enabled or required local jurisdic-tions to manage land more efficiently through the designation of growth areas or application of State
criteria for funding infrastruc-ture. Usually costing of millions of dollars per mile, capital invest-ments in new water infrastructure are one of the
most expensive forms of public infrastructure needed to support development. Sew-age treatment plants often cost millions of dollars each, and
water lines cost several hundred thousand dollars per mile, costs that are not insignificant. Moreover the costs of operation and maintenance of
infrastructure are substantial and continuing. Infrastructure construction is not only capital intensive; it has a significant effect on the environment.
In a report from the Open Lands Project, a Chicago-based urban conservation group, the group found that water infrastructure plans which are not
coordi-nated with development plans such as land use plans, watershed plans, and transportation plans may cause environmental prob-lems. The
report states, the effect of urbanization on water quality may be the most important environmental impact of the entire planning process, and yet it
remains unexamined and unaddressed. The report also found that because infrastructure plans were not sufficiently coordinated with development
plans, the State has allowed communities to extend sewer lines into areas that include wetlands, flood plains and other environ-mentally sensitive
property. State and local officials are largely responsible for reforming such economic incentives so that they favor smarter growth patterns rather
than sprawl. Because the...
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