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Cornell University Press, United States, 2011. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Since at least the Middle Ages, the laws of war have
distinguished between combatants and civilians under an injunction now formally known as the
principle of distinction. The principle of distinction is invoked in contemporary conflicts as if there
were an unmistakable and sure distinction to be made between combatant and civilian. As is so
brutally evident in armed conflicts, it is precisely the distinction between civilian and combatant,
upon which the protection of civilians is founded, cannot be taken as self-evident or stable. Helen M.
Kinsella documents that the history of international humanitarian law itself admits the difficulty of
such a distinction. In The Image Before the Weapon, Kinsella explores the evolution of the concept
of the civilian and how it has been applied in warfare. A series of discourses--including gender,
innocence, and civilization-- have shaped the legal, military, and historical understandings of the
civilian and she documents how these discourses converge at particular junctures to demarcate the
difference between civilian and combatant. Engaging with works on the law of war from the
earliest thinkers in the Western tradition, including...
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Reviews

Good e book and useful one. It really is simplistic but shocks in the 50 % of your book. Your way of life period will probably be convert the instant you total
reading this ebook.
-- Mya h Willia m son    

This publication is worth getting. it absolutely was writtern very completely and useful. I am quickly could possibly get a pleasure of reading a written
publication.
-- Ar ia ne Ra u    
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