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idealized marriage plot in these novels does not merely depict the heroine s happiness and economic prosperity. More importantly, that plot
encodes a resonant cultural narrative-a domestic allegory-about the political ambitions of an emancipated people. Once this domestic allegory of
political desire is unmasked in these novels, it can be seen as a significant discourse of the post-Reconstruction era for representing African-
Americans collective dreams about freedom and for reconstructing those contested dreams into consummations of civil liberty.
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