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Forgotten Books, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from Observations on
Rattle Size and Demography of Prairie Rattlesnakes (Crotalus Viridis) And Timber Rattlesnakes (Crotalus Horridus) In Kansas A sample of prairie
rattlesnakes was obtained from the Cimarron National Grassland and adjacent private land in Morton County in the southwestern corner of Kansas;
25 snakes were captured, processed alive and released on 26 April and 1 and 2 May 1984; 45 others were collected by Steve Barnum of Straight,
Oklahoma, and were similarly processed on 2 May 1984. Rattles, 84 in all, saved as trophies by Gary Norton of Hugoton, Kansas, and Ed Anderson of
Elkhart, Kansas, were obtained as the snakes emerged from hibernation in the spring of 1983 and previous years, and were used to supplement the
demographic data from the live snakes. Also, 38 preserved specimens of C. Viridis in the Museum of the High Plains, Fort Hays State University, and
24 in the University of Kansas Museum of Natural History were examined. These museum specimens, shrunken to varying degrees in preservative,
were used only for study of rattle strings and of reproduction. The sample of timber rattlesnakes included 93 individuals captured from October
1948 to May 1984 on the University of Kansas Natural History Reservation and adjacent areas, 26 captured near Desoto, Johnson County, in May 1983
and 1984, and five from near Clinton Reservoir, Douglas County, in May 1984. Most of these snakes (a total of 100, excluding 24 summer records),
were captured in spring (april, May) or fall (late September, October) and hence represented the period between growing seasons and could be
grouped in discrete annual cohorts. The youngest group consisted of those born in the preceding late summer and early fall, with no rattles...
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