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By Daniel L. Pals

Oxford University Press, United Kingdom, 2008. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English .
Brand New Book. What is religion? How is it to be explained? Why do human beings believe in
divinities? Why do the beliefs and behaviors we typically describe as religious so deeply affect the
human personality and so subtly weave their way through human society? Introducing Religion:
Readings from the Classic Theorists presents eleven key texts from influential theorists who played a
pivotal role in the modern enterprise of explaining the phenomenon of religion. These writings seek
to account for the origin, function, and enduring human appeal of religion by drawing on methods
of scientific scholarship unconstrained by theological creeds or confessional commitments. An ideal
companion to author Daniel L. Pals textbook, Eight Theories of Religion, Second Edition, or other
beginning texts, Introducing Religion opens with selections from the works of Edward Burnett Tylor
and James Frazer-Victorian pioneers in anthropology and the comparative study of religion. It then
offers entry into the provocative analyses of Sigmund Freud, Emile Durkheim, and Karl Marx,
whose aggressive reductionist approaches framed the explanatory debate for much of the century
to follow. Responses to reductionist theories-and new directions in explanation-claim a place in...
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Without doubt, this is actually the greatest work by any writer. It is actually writter in simple terms instead of confusing. I found out this ebook from my i
and dad recommended this pdf to understand.
-- K r isty Dicki   

An exceptional pdf as well as the typeface utilized was interesting to see. I am quite late in start reading this one, but better then never. I am very happy to
explain how this is actually the best pdf i actually have go through within my individual daily life and might be he greatest publication for possibly.
-- Fr eddie Zula uf   
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