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*x*x*x* Excerpt from Antoine L espenard: The French Huquenot, of New Rochelle, and Some of His Descendants This colony, under the direction of
John Rebault, had been sent out from France to America by Admiral Coligny. It is a well-known fact in history that Charles IX. pretended to make
overtures of peace to the Huguenots, and at the marriage of his sister, Margaret, to Henry of Navarre he invited Coligny and other Protestant
leaders to the wedding ceremonies. Having treated them at court with simulated favor, he managed to lull their suspicions, and the result of his
machinations was the general massacre of the Protestants on St. Bartholomew s day, August 25, 1572. When, in 1584. Henry of Navarre, the
acknowledged head of the Protestant party, became heir apparent to the French throne, the Guises openly avowed their intention to retain control
of the crown. Henry lIl., after the death of Charles IX., in 1574. succeeded his brother as King of France, and it was during his reign that the Guises
were assassinated. Henry met with the same fate, for he was stabbed by Jaques Clement, a partisan of the Guises, and died August 2, 1589. Henry IV.,
the first Bourbon monarch of France, who succeeded Henry I, in 1589, was bred a Protestant by his mother. Jeanne d Albret, the wife of Antoine de
Bourbon, and Queen of Navarre. After the peace of St. Germaine, in 1572, he married Margaret of Valois, sister of Charles IX., and was compelled to
abjure his faith. Although Henry IV. was at heart a Huguenot, he entered the Roman Catholic Church from motives of policy, but continued to
protect the Huguenots....
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