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typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1895 Excerpt: .Mysterious whisperings are heard; In drawers and closets things are stirred; | m
stoutly charged to keep away From this and that by night and day; And if, perchance, | happen in, My ears are greeted with the din Of feet, a
hurrying to and fro, Concealing things they dare not show. And when amid the whirl and clatter | ask, Do tell me what s the matter? The answer |
am sure to get Is, Pray don t be in such a fret! For only once a year, you know, Hides Cupid in the mistletoe; And by and by, yes, by and by, You ll
know the merry reason why. Ah, blithesome torments! who would miss These moments of unclouded bliss? Or lose this rapture of a child To be by
fairy-sprites beguiled? Or care to know thy secrets, till The shout is heard o er vale and hill, On Earth Be Peace, Good Will To Men, The Star, The Star
Of Bethlehem! DECEMBER. HAT though northern blasts are sweeping Over now the frost-bound lea? The returning sun is bringing Hope and cheer
for you and me. We have oft repined while passing Through these drear December days; Now the curtain, slowly rising, Turns complaining into
praise. Drifting on--how small our knowledge Of the Hand which guards and guides Our frail barques amid the currents, Of life s ever shifting tides!
Sooner than our fancy pictures, Robin red-breast, some fine day, Will be blithely...
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