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***xx Excerpt from The Place of Christian Education in the Civilization of the West Iv the arid phiins of tlie far West, then tlie home of the buffalo and
the savage, a new nation wouhl witliin the same period arise. One-half of the population of the United States to-day lies west of Columbus. In the
East the i)laee of Christian edueation as a ei ilizing force is sutfieiently clear; in the West it is still a jjroblem. There, in the midst of a heterogenous
and alien jiopulatioii, with few recognized institutions, in the face of hostile forms of religious belief, and amid social and industrial )roblems as new
as they are ditficult, the civilizatii ii that found its early and congenial home in New England is to be ))ut to a sui)reme test. Three different lines of
investigation o)en before us. Shall we Aveigh and measure the forces at the West antagonistic to civilization, and seek to estimate theo )osing power
of Christian education? Or shall we examine the various civilizing agencies, and seek to determine the relative value of Christijin education among
them VOTr shall we confine ourselves more strictly to the (uestion of Christian edtication itself, and seek to learn, by what it has accom)lished in the
past, of what it is cajialjle in the future VThe time at my disjiosal limits me to one of the three, and | choose that which offers the surest foundation
for confidence, viz: a study of accomplished facts. The historic method has in any case certain manifest advantages over that of speculation and
theory, and this must be my apology if | do not fully cover the ground you...
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