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CHAPTER I THE FIGHT: You never would guess in visiting Cathedral Court, with its peoples hall and its public baths, its clean, paved street and general
air of smug propriety, that it harbors a notorious past. But those who knew it by its maiden name, before it was married to respectability, recall
Calvary Alley as a region of swarming tenements, stale beer dives, and frequent police raids. The sole remaining trace of those unregenerate days is
the print of a childs foot in the concrete walk just where it leaves the court and turns into the cathedral yard. All the tired feet that once plodded
home from factory and foundry, all the unsteady feet that staggered in from saloon and dance-hall, all the fleeing feet that sought a hiding place,
have long since passed away and leH no record of their passing. Only that one small footprint, with its perfect outline, still pauses on its way out of
the alley into the great world beyond. At the time Nance Molloy stepped into that soH concrete and thus set in motion the series of events that was to
influence her future career, she had never been told that her inalienable rights were life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. Nevertheless she had
claimed them intuitively. When at the age of one she had crawled out of the soap-box that served as a cradle, and had eaten half a box of stove
polish, she was acting in strict accord with the Constitution. By the time she reached the sophisticated age of eleven her ideals had changed, but her
principles remained firm. She did not stoop to beg for her rights, but...
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