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***x* Excerpt from The British Academy First Annual Shakespeare Lecture: What to Expect of Shakespeare If the Golden Age has not quite returned
up to now, the cause is perhaps that the experiment has not yet been continued long enough. May it be long continued! The theme assigned me by
you is one which not even the boldest minds, the best informed, the most accessible to poetical beauty, dare approach without awe. Encouragement
may, however, be taken from no less ardent a worshipper of the Shakespearian fame than Swinburne. For two hundred years at least, did he write,
have students of every kind put forth in every sort of boat, on a longer or a shorter voyage of research across the waters of that unsounded sea (the
works of Shakespeare). From the paltriest fishing craft to such majestic galleys as were steered by Coleridge and by Goethe, each division of the fleet
has done or has essayed its turn of work. For an occasion like the present no galley could be too great or too majestic. If it pleased you to select the
merest fishing craft, the reason must be that, to come to you, it had to cross the ocean, and this doubtless humoured the fancy of a sporting nation.
As soon, however, as your invitation reached me, | accepted it, thinking that the best courtesy was not to discuss but to obey, and considering that,
for lack of better motives, my coining from the lands further away than vexed Bermoothes was an homage | could offer which was not within the
reach of many of my betters. | When Ronsard died at St. Cosme, near Tours,...
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