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should. No, he said to himself, | am not more fond of my adopted sister than a brother should be. | have, though, that much fondness for her, | hope.
Just then the girl chanced to pass, and the man looked down into her sweet, fair face, about which the golden-red hair of Berenice hung in wavy
clouds. And then as he looked down into the depths of the tender eyes, and saw how fair she was and good and pure; and remembering her sunny
temper and grave simplicity, he felt that it was pleasant to have this beautiful woman near him; that her grace and youth and wisdom made all
stories of knight-errantry possible and true; that her purity and simple truth helped his faith in mankind, and threw about all women he knew a
certain glamour of saintliness and a profounder loveliness. But he did not love her as lovers do their mistresses; and, as for marrying any one, he
had not thought of that yet. That would come in its own good time, as Providence or Fate appointed. His loves, he thought, were only to be found
among the old Hellenic heroines. And with this conclusion reached so easily, he shook the gossip off, and was glad that he had so readily settled
every thing between himself and the girl whom he called his sister. As for...
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