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cryptogamic class even ramify upon the dark vaults of mines, and upon the walls of the deepest
caverns. The course which vegetation pursues in its conquests over inorganic matter, presents
remarkable gradations. Let a volcano, says M. Humboldt, raise up from the bottom of the sea, all at
once above the boiling waves, a rock covered with scoria; or, to refer to a less dreadful
phenomenon, suppose the nereides, with united industry, continue to elevate their cellular abodes
for thousands of years, till, finding themselves above the level of the sea, they die, after having in
this way formed a flattened isle of coral; organic force is instantly ready to produce vegetation
upon this rock: yet who can have brought there so suddenly the seeds of plants? Is it the birds, or
the winds, or the waves of the sea? It is the...
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