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potential threats that are out there that may disrupt the American way of life and the freedoms we enjoy each day. The VA must be prepared to
respond to these threats and oFer their full support and resources to ensure that their role in the Federal Response Plan is integrated with other
agencies to execute its mission. The prepared statement of Chairman Mitchell appears on p. 29. Mr. Mitchell. Before I recognize the Ranking
Republican Member for his remarks I would like to swear in our witnesses. I ask that all witnesses from all three panels if they would please stand
and raise their right hand Witnesses sworn. Mr. Mitchell. Thank you. I would now like to recognize Dr. Roe for opening remarks. OPENING
STATEMENT OF DAVID P. ROE Mr. Roe. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thank you for holding this hearing today. Early in this decade, our country
faced two major incidents that reinforced the need for emergency preparedness. On September 11, 2001, our country was attacked in a blatant act
of terrorism as the World Trade Centers in New York fell and the Pentagon burned. The first responders were called to action and a Nation mourned.
Again in 2005, Hurricane Katrina struck the Gulf Coast with an unprecedented fury. Peoples homes were flooded or ripped apart and major
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