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*xx*x* Excerpt from Professional Atmosphere and Morals; Or Patents and Secrets Vs: Liberal Profession Mr. President, and Fellow-Members of the New
York Odontological Society: It is natural to those who see the broad right of way that the liberal professions have held through literature, science,
and art, to ask the source of that right, how acquired and maintained. In a commencement address before the Dental and Medical Schools of
Harvard, in Boston, in 1871, the Rev. Edward Everett Hale gave the difference between a body of professional men and a body of craftsmen. He held
that every diploma given in a liberal profession contained three pledges which those who received them bound themselves to maintain by
accepting: a pledge to learn for all; a pledge to practice for all; and a pledge to teach freely to all. These three, - to learn for all, to practice for all,
and to teach for all, - uniting as they do past, present, and future, and implying freedom, are laid as a foundation, whereby we may test the claim of
dentistry to be a liberal profession, and its practice that of a specialty of medicine. | do not propose to go beyond these obligations to-night. Dr. Hale
has not given authority to them, but whether his opinion or that of others, they concern us as a statement of the law of a liberal profession, the
observance of which prolongs and strengthens its life, and the neglect or abandonment of which would be followed by professional death. The
obligation to learn and teach brings to the front the position of doctor, or teacher. The doctor s position has always depended on his...
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