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**xxxx Excerpt from The Story of the First Defenders: District of Columbia, Pennsylvania, Massachusetts It is an old, old story, yet like the Story of the
Redemption of Man, is ever and forever new. It is the story of a people enlightened by the lessons of history and devoted to the cultivation of science
and the peaceful industries which rendered them superior to the conditions of the false nobility of the Old World, the sham chivalry of the New, and
the forced servility of any class or race on the earth. Like the story of the minute-men of Concord and Lexington, the ride of Paul Revere, and the
uprising of the infant colonies to meet the attacks of the armies of Great Britain, which is rehearsed in prose and verse with grateful interest and
renewed zest in these later years, so the wonderful story of the awaking of the giant to the insidious designs of a hateful element of our political
society, the bursting of the bands of contentment and ease, the assertion of the right of free manhood and the leap to arms, the direful conflict, the
repulse of liberty s foes, and the conquest of a great, brave people and their restoration to peace, progress, wealth and happiness yet moves the
pulse of the patriot with growing intensity, and will fire the free hearts of Americans with zeal for liberty and with love for advancing manhood while
the world endures. Pennsylvania and Massachusetts! What paeans of praise have been sung to the gory! How have the historian and the poet
immortalized the valor of thy sons and the devoutness of thy daughters! Shall we forget -...
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