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***x* MASKS in a Pageant by WILLIAM ALLEN WHITE. Originally published in 1928. INTRODUCTION PROBABLY life is mostly subjective. It is what you
think it is which means that life is organized memories. And the kind of organization one gives to his memories makes his personal equation his
individual character. Life at its simplest is many-sided, and ones memory must put its beads upon scores of different strings assorted experiences
related in other ways than by chro nology the work-string and the love-strand run through every life. Each may break into smaller chains of
remembered things, associated things, as work and love pass through the years. Everyone does many kinds of work, tinkers at odd trades to live or
to play. As | think back and through my forty working years, counting these work-beads of memory, they fall into many kinds of linked successions.
One is politics. There, as in all the other forms of passing business and diver sion down the long line, faces appear, dim or vivid, dull or significant
which recall the days work. By a twist of fancy these beads of memory become masks in a pageant a merry procession of men marching across my
consciousness parallel to other pageants that set out from home, from the printing office, from the work desk pageants of printers and reporters, of
story-tellers and poets, musicians and wandering minstrels of festive youth pageants of the dear and blessed ones who still walk near me, and those
whom | have loved and now have lost a while this book will set down some account of masks in my pageant of politics. When | was a boy of eight,...
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