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***x* Excerpt from A Laboratory Manual for Comparative Vertebrate Anatomy Several years ago the method of procedure in the laboratory work in
vertebrate zoology in this University was changed from the type plan, then in common use, to the comparative plan. No doubt a similar change has
been made in many other institutions. A suitable manual for the comparative method has, however, hitherto been lacking; the present publication
attempts to supply this need. There can scarcely be any question of the superiority of the comparative method of study of vertebrate anatomy, for
by this method the student not only learns all of the anatomical facts brought out by the type method but he also acquires an understanding of
vertebrate and human structure which he is quite unable to attain by the older method of study. In view of the fact that the majority of the students
taking courses in vertebrate anatomy at the present time are preparing for medicine, it seems obligatory that they be taught the history of the
human body a revealed by the study of the anatomy of vertebrates. On the other hand, the comparative method is perhaps faulty in that it may not
give the student a clear-cut picture of the characteristics of the various classes of vertebrates. Thus, while the student readily learns the history of
the aortic arches, for example, he does not readily associate any particular group of vertebrates with a particular condition of the arches, when the
comparative method is followed. This defect should probably be remedied in the lecture part of the course. | have attempted to remedy it to a slight
extent by introducing the section on the...
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