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[.]estate), the learned divines and preachers, he concludes: AFer such men, it might be thought ridiculous to speak of Stage-players; but seeing
excellency in the meanest things deserve remembring, and Roscius the Comedian is recorded in History with such commendation, it may be allowed
us to do the like with some of our Nation. Richard Bourbidge and Edward Allen, two such actors as no age must ever look to see the like; and to
make their Comedies compleat, Richard Tarleton, who for the Part called the Clowns Part, never had his match, never will have. For Writers of
Playes, and such as have been players themselves, William Shakespeare and Benjamin Johnson have especially leF their Names recommended to
posterity. Richard Bourbidge (or Burbadge) was the first of the great English tragic actors, and was the original of the greater number of
Shakespeare s heroes-Hamlet, Othello, Lear, Shylock, Macbeth, Richard III., Romeo, Brutus, etc. Dick Tarleton, one of the privileged scapegraces of
social life, was regarded by his contemporaries as the most witty of clowns and comedians. The clown was a permitted character in the old
theatres, and intruded not only between the acts, but even into the play itself, with his quips and antics. It is probable that he played the part of
clown, grave-digger, etc., in Shakespeare s comedies, and no doubt took[.].
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