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Number: (OCoLC)46804682 Subject: Suicidal behavior -- United States. Excerpt: . .. men, in fact, men over 75 years of age. But it is important to point
out that suicide is a problem that affects all ages, all races, and all ethnic groups. For example, while it was once thought that suicide was not a
problem with African Americans, very clearly that is not true and has never been true. The rate of suicide in young black males has doubled between
1980 and 1996. So, the concern for suicide in all of our populations, | think, is a very real one. As you pointed out also, most people are surprised to
hear that for every two people who are killed by homicide in this country, three people take their own lives. | think the stigma that is associated with
suicide has kept us from addressing this issue directly until now, and that is why this hearing is so important. | want to thank people like Dr. Kay
Jamison and especially Elsie and Jerry Weyrauch and SPAN, Senator Reid, and other members of your panels today who have been willing to speak
out about their own tragic experiences. And | know it has been painful because | have heard from many survivors of suicide the struggles that they
go through. So, their willingness to speak out and to provide leadership is really making a difference in this area. The Nation is now engaged in an
open dialogue on suicide, and through this hearing we hope to gain a better understanding of the public health problem, but also to gain support
for completing a national suicide prevention strategy. The national strategy...
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