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Forgotten Books, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from The Letters of
Mrs. Elizabeth Montagu, Vol. 2: With Some of the Letters of Her Correspondents Learned, and thirst of the rich, has no cure, no, nor no abatement.
Hope is a vagrant that prefers begging from place to place, and gathering morsels, to living at home on fair means with content; it is a vagabond
without an honest calling or an abiding place; it cheats us of the present good, and makes beggars of those for tune has made princes; what have
we, who are here but for to-day, to do with the eternal promises for to morrow? Get thee gone from rrte, thou restless guest, that cannot live with
content upon possession! Leave me content for my companion, and I will not ask thee to come as a ?atterer; take fear along with thee, as fanciful a
creature as thyself, who destroys what is real with a more painful deceit than thou buildest what is but imaginary; each are equally enemies to
content. I have more compassion for those who fear to be misera ble, than for such as are impatient to be happy; exam ples of misery are to be met
with, but of absolute hap piness none such as have overcome those intruders of quiet, hope, and fear, are the nearest to happiness; they have
reached content. I have spent some anxious hours sincel parted with your Grace in fear, some times of not seeing you again for a twelvemonth,
which gave me a heavy depression of heart; at other times, in a nearer hope of seeing you, I was in an impertinent elevation of spirits. Now, had
expectation stood still and quiet, swift-footed time had brought...
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