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**xxxx Excerpt from Annual Report of the Mississippi River Commission: For 1884 6. Financial statements and estimates of funds for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 1886, for surveys and expenses of the Commission, and for improving Mississippi River. Progress Of Surveys And Examinations. The
surveys and examinations undertaken in pursuance of the requirements of the third section of the act under which the Commission was organized
have been continued. In the last annual report progress in this branch of work was noted to December 1, 1883. From that date to December 1, 1884,
work has been accomplished in field and office as follows: Gauges. Daily readings have been taken and displayed at all the stations previously
established. New stations have been occupied on the principal tributaries, and continuous records obtained from the dates of establishment. These
gauges are: Paducah, on the Ohio, June, 1884; Wittsburg, on the Saint Francis, June, 1884; Clarendon, on the White, July, 1884; Yazoo City, on the
Yazoo, July, 1884. The Commission now maintains twenty gauges on the Mississippi and tributaries. Since the inauguration of the present inspection
service, mentioned in the last report, the breaks in the records of these gauges have been few and brief. The miscellaneous work performed in
connection with the gauge inspection is detailed in the report of the secretary of the Commission. The only violent change in the regimen of the river
has been a cutoff, which occurred about May 10, 1884, through a narrow neck nearly midway between Vicksburg and Natchez. The channel was
shortened about 12 miles. A survey was obtained within a few days after the event, and two have been made since. It is...
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