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Northcote House, Tavistock, 1995. Paperback. Condition: New. 1st Edition. 96pp Writers & Their Work Series [In stock in Australia now for immediate
despatch] King Lear is generally thought to be Shakespeare's masterpiece. Terence Hawkes's concise but thorough sifting of the play offers a full
exposition of its complex narrative and thematic structure. By means of careful attention to some of the play's central pre-occupations as well as a
close analysis of the texture of its verse, he seeks to locate it firmly in its own history, showing it to be wholly responsive to the social context from
which it derives and to which, clearly, it aims to speak. At the same time, by drawing on and explaining some of the main concepts of recent critical
movements, Professor Hawkes also shows what it means to view the play from our situation in the late-20th century. The result is a challenging
critical work which, whilst probing to the heart of King Lear also reflects on its own critical procedures and assesses what they tell us about the
world in which we currently live. Terence Hawkes is a Professor of English at the University of Wales, Cardiff. He has lectured in many parts of the
world and written extensively on Shakespeare, and on modern critical theory. Among his many books are: Shakespeare's Talking Animals (1983),
That Shakespeherian Rag (1989), and Meaning by Shakespeare (1992).
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