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Psychological Monographs, And, Association Tests: Being a Part of the Report of the Committee of the American Psychological Association on the
Standardizing of Procedure in Experimental Tests The tests which we have thus selected are in some degree ana logons to tested reagents in
chemistry. They make no claim, indeed, to be chemically pure; that is to say, they can not be guaranteed to give a true measure of every individual
tested. Any mental test is sure to be vitiated in some cases either by peculiarities of an individual s training and information, or by the accidental
variations to which mental performance is subject from moment to moment. These sources of error exist in all measurements of intellectual
abilities. In the face of such diffi culties, some investigators have felt it necessary to retreat from a quantitative attack on individual psychology;
while others, more hopeful, have sought to neutralize the error of the single measurement by statistical methods. In the study of class differ ences,
they have relied on averages from large groups; and in the study of correlations, they have endeavored to correct for the attenuation resulting from
chance errors in the single measure ments. But either reliance on the averages of large groups or reliance on Spearman s attenuation formulae is a
reliance on probability, and therefore sure to be justified in the long run, but equally sure to be treacherous somewhere or other. Certainly,
therefore, it is wise to eliminate from the tests all possible sources of error; though other sources of error still remain, yet for every defect eliminated
there is an increase in the reliability of the in dividual measure, and so of the final...
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