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such a reasonable request. | do so with all the more pleasure because, in my opinion, the matters treated of in this book are of the very greatest
practical importance to the baking trade. The baker, so far as the ordinary varieties of bread are concerned, differs from most other manufacturers
in not being able to expect any increased demand for the goods which he supplies. The growing prosperity of the country - and we have increased
enormously in wealth during the last twenty or thirty years - has led to a largely increased demand for most commodities, and the manufacturers
of those commodities have had with them all along the great advantage of art expanding market. With the baker, so far as household bread is
concerned, the case is entirely different. Exact figures are unfortunately wanting, but there is no doubt that the per capita consumption of bread
has sensibly diminished. When the first Bread Act was under discussion it was stated that three-fourths of the population lived almost entirely on
bread. That remark was probably quite true at the time it was made, but we have travelled a long way since then, and the facts are now entirely
different. Well-to-do people eat very little bread, and even the working classes, so far as the adult members are concerned, are not the heavy
consumers they once were. The children are still there, and big families still mean a large consumption of bread. But there is no elasticity in...
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