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*****.Excerpt from Nonsense, Vol. 4: Being Certain Foolish Tales Told by a Father to His Children in the Children s Hour There is a certain disease -
probably an incurable one - which sometimes overtakes a man known to the Ancients by the learned term Cacoethes Scribendi and to Moderns as
the Writer s Itch or the Itch for Scribbling. For quite a time - in fact for several years I have had the complaint in a mild form. It is only lately - within
the last few months - that it has assumed its present severe type. During the last few years once in a while I would write a Letter to the Press
endeavoring to call public attention to the many and great undeveloped resources of that vast portion of country - that great North Land - now
commencing to be popularly known as New Ontario. Then within the last few years I have at diGerent times compiled certain Pamphlets dealing
with the same subject and the expense of printing and circulating the same has been kindly borne by the Dominion and Ontario Governments
respectively. If I had ended there it might perhaps have been better for a long-suGering - a much-suGering Public. But some months ago an earnest
discussion was being carried on in the columns of that ably-conducted and widely-read journal, The Daily Witness (Montreal), concerning such vital
and important subjects as Christian Socialism and Ethical Preaching - Practical Christianity: - The Church and the Poor, etc. Noticing several able
Letters on the subject and wishing to give any assistance I could in the matter, I wrote an Article or Letter entitled Christian...
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