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***** President Bush on October 1 signed into law (P.L. 108-89) a bill to extend TANF, mandatory child care, abstinence education, and transitional
Medicaid, on current terms, through March 31, 2004 (H.R. 3146). In the absence of legislation, authority for these programs was to have expired at
midnight. The new law also continues authority for 6 months for child welfare demonstrations and a national random sample child welfare study
The Senate Finance Committee on October 3 reported a comprehensive TANF bill. Entitled Personal Responsibility and Individual Development for
Everyone (PRIDE), the legislation was adopted as a substitute for the House-passed TANF bill, H.R. 4, and bears the same number. Both versions of
H.R. 4 would revise and extend the above programs for 5 years, FY2004 through FY2008. Both would raise TANF work participation standards,
appropriate new funds for marriage promotion and fatherhood programs, increase weekly work hours (by different amounts), and allow partial
credit for work hours below their separate and different standards (the Finance measure also would give extra credit for hours above its standards
and would increase the list of countable work activities. (See H.R. 4 Comparison -- House-Passed and Senate Finance Versions). The House version of
HR.4.
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